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The Button Gwinnett Dispatch March 2025 

A Newsletter of the Button Gwinnett Chapter  

National Society Sons of the American Revolution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message for March 2025: 

Spring returned to Georgia on March 20th , and the Marquis de Lafayette returned to Georgia the 

next day, March 21 st ! Both events were warmly welcomed by Georgians. Now of course, Spring 

returns every year, but this was the first time in 200 years that Lafayette returned. How special 

was it to be a part of the many events across the state celebrating Lafayette’s return? 

 

In addition to the above, March 2025 marked the first time the Anniversary of the Battle of Brier 

Creek was commemorated as a “National” event. Thank you to all who worked so hard to bring 

about this change. 

 

March was full of events, as listed below: 

Mar 7-9 86 th Georgia C.A.R. State Conference, DoubleTree Hotel, Roswell, GA 

Mar 8 Battle of Brier Creek, Brier Creek Battlefield, Sylvania, GA 

Mar 14 Battle of Guilford Courthouse, Greensboro, NC 

Mar 15 Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Landon Gray &amp; Caleb Lightsey, Celebration Church, 

Hoschton, GA 

Mar 15 Liberty Tree Dedication, Mars Hill Cemetery, Acworth, GA 

Mar 19-23 127th Georgia Society DAR State Conference, Augusta Marriott, Augusta, GA 

Mar 21-22 Lafayette Tour events in Savannah, GA 

Mar 22 Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Jonah DiCuia, Duluth First UMC, Duluth, GA 

Mar 23 Lafayette Tour events in Augusta 

Mar 24 Lafayette Tour events in Hamsburg, SC and Warrenton, GA 

Mar 25 Lafayette Tour events in Sparta, GA 

Mar 26 Lafayette Tour events in Milledgeville, GA 

Mar 26 Berkmar High School, JROTC Awards, Lilburn, GA 

Mar 27 Lafayette Tour events in Gray, GA 

Mar 28 Lafayette Tour events in Macon, GA 

Mar 28 Vietnam Veterans Day, Newton Park, Johns Creek, GA 

Mar 29 Lafayette Tour events in Roberta, GA 

Mar 29 Battle of Thomas Creek, Jacksonville, FL 

Mar 30 Lafayette Tour events in Columbus, GA 

 

After all the walking and parades in March, some of us need to re-sole our shoes before we get 

too deep into April, which will be just as active as March. No complaints though, this is how we 

keep history alive! 

 

Please review the March Program and the “Upcoming Events” included in this newsletter for 

event places, dates and times. Pick out a few that look interesting and come join us! We’d be 

happy to see you there. 
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Meeting Highlights: 

Our March 13, 2025 Chapter Meeting was held at the Frontera Mex-Mex Grill in Lawrenceville, 

GA.  We had 25 members and 10 guests in attendance.  

Please consider joining us at a future meeting! We had DAR members from chapters in 

attendance: Philadelphia Winn – Honorary Regents Lynn Baxter Jacques and Peggy Freeman, and 

members Maryland McCarty and Mary Kitchings; Suwanee Creek – Amy Koon and Donna 

Bowlick, Chestatee River – Kris White  

 

The highlights of the evening were: 

 

Streamers Received: President Ray Kyle presented Sargeant at Arms Don Schmidt with the Battle 

of Brier Creek 246
th

 Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Conference Individual Awards: Presented at the Chapter Meeting 

Eldon Evans – Bronze Color Guard, Silver Color Guard and Honor Guard Certificate 
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President Ray Kyle received his SAR Supplemental Certificate for Patriot John Sledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evening program was “John Hancock” by Compatriot Harry Kitchings  

President Ray Kyle presented Harry with a Button Gwinnett SAR Certificate of Appreciation for his 

Presentation. 
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Registrar Status Report (As of March 26, 2025, we have 100 chapter members) 

To Be Installed April 5, 2025 

• David Keith Wyatt – Patriot Ebenezer Frost (Approved February 13, 2025)  

Approved but Not Installed: 

• Zachery Keith Richardson – referral from DAR Fall Forum Linda Richardson Sep 14, 2024 (Sergeant 

Newton DAR) rcd Dec 6, 2024 Approved Mar 28, 2025 

• Jacob Taylor Richardson– referral from DAR Fall Forum Linda Richardson Sep 14, 2024 (Sergeant 

Newton DAR) rcd Dec 6, 2024 Approved Mar 28, 2025 

• John Kyle - Referral - William Day DAR Debbie Kyle rcd Dec 6, 2024 Approved Mar 28, 2025 

• Ray Kyle Jr. – Referral - William Day DAR Debbie Kyle rcd Dec 6, 2024 Approved Mar 28, 2025 

New applications at National:  

• Barry Whitehead – Referral Stacy Whitehead (Philadelphia Winn DAR) Rcd Mar 24, 2025 

• James G Whitehead – Referral Stacy Whitehead (Philadelphia Winn DAR) Rcd Mar 24, 2025 

• Ethan R Whitehead – Referral Stacy Whitehead (Philadelphia Winn DAR) Rcd Mar 24, 2025 

Supplementals at National:  

• David Sikes – 2 @ National – Patriots Thomas Blitch & Robert Marlow 

• Raymond Anderson – 1 @ National – Patriot Absalom Hooper  

•        Harold Ford: Patriot Wilhelm/William Volk/Fulk 

•        Daniel Ford (2) - Patriots Oliver Heavenhill & Valentine Himmelberger 

•        Ben Kitchings (1) - Patriot John Chastain (Received December 6, 2024) 

•        Randy and Noah Tindall – Patriot John Tindall (Received Mar 24, 2025) 

New Member Applications at State: 

• None 

New Memorial Application at State: 

• None  

New Member Applications in Process: 

• Brandon Hembree – referral from Amy Koon May 3, 2024 (Suwanee Creek DAR) 

• Gordon Benson – referral from Sheila Crumrine Regent Suwanee Fest Sep 21, 2024  (Suwanee Creek 

DAR) Button Gwinnett – Bill Wood’s cousin 

• Bradley Willard – referral from Sheila Crumrine Regent Suwanee Fest Sep 21, 2024  (Suwanee Creek 

DAR) 

• Mike Burke – referral from Sheila Crumrine Regent Suwanee Fest Sep 21, 2024  (Suwanee Creek 

DAR) 

• Michael Miller – referral from Lynn Jacques 2023 Wreaths Across America (Philadelphia Winn DAR) 

• Steven Sweat – Referral from Karen Sikes (Philadelphia Winn DAR) 

• Craig Maltbie and 2 sons – referral from Maria Karg (Philadelphia Winn DAR Registrar) 

Supplementals at State: 

•     None 

Supplementals in process : 

•     Bill Schultz – Out for Signature 
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2025 Committee Assignments 
 

If you would like to serve on one of these Committees, please contact President Ray Kyle or the Committee Chair.   

• Audit – Jack Martin, Chairman, Harry Kitchings & Don Schmidt (Complete 2025) 

• Americanism – Ray Kyle 

• Veterans – Jack Martin (Team Don McCarty) 

• C.A.R. Liaison – Randy Tindall  

• DAR Liaison – Tom Jacques 

• Traveling Trunk –  Tom Jacques (Team Ray Kyle) 

• Grave Marking – Bruce Maney (Team Eldon Evans & Don McCarty) 

• Eagle Scout – David Patrick  

• JROTC – Marty Bush 

• Color Guard –  Tom Jacques 

• Publicity – Don McCarty 

•       Newsletter – Tom Jacques  

•       Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter Anniversary Meeting – April 5, 2025 – Tom Jacques 

 

Upcoming Meeting dates and presentations: 

2025 

Apr 5             250
th

 Anniversary of “The Shot Heard Round the World” – BG 26
th

 Anniversary 

May 8   Gary Page: "America's First Diplomat" 

Jun 12   Lynn Jacques: "The 250th Anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill" 

Jul 10   Eli Stancel: “The Frontier” 

Aug 14  Terry Manning: “10 New Things You Didn’t Know About George Washington” 

Sep 11   Shep Hammack: "Hyam Salomon, Financier of the American Revolution" 

Oct   9             Becky West: "The Real Story of Paul Revere" 

Nov 13             Jim Reason: "The War in Georgia" 

Dec 11  Installation of 2026 Chapter Officers 

 

Completed 2025 Events 

Jan 4                Liberty Tree Dedication 10:00 AM – Woodstock, GA (Joseph L. Vancura, Jr.) 

Jan 11              Grave Marking – Patriot Stephen Day Grovetown, GA (Rescheduled) 

Jan 17              National (SC) – Battle of Cowpens 

Jan 17              Wreath Laying Ceremony Honoring General Daniel Morgan 

Jan 25              244th Commemoration of the Battle of Cowan’s Ford - Huntersville, NC, 

Jan 31 – Feb 1 Georgia Society SAR State Conference 

Feb 7               Heroes of the Hornets’ Nest 

Feb 7               Kettle Creek Battlefield Association – Annual Dinner 

Feb 8               Commemoration of the Battle of Kettle Creek events in Washington, GA 

Feb 15             Commemoration of the Crossing of the Dan - South Boston, VA 

Feb 22             George Washington Birthday (Gainesville, GA – with Lyman Hall Chapter) 

Feb 22             Commemoration of the Battle of Moore’s Creek - Currie, NC 

Feb 27–Mar 1 National Society SAR – Spring Leadership – Louisville, KY 

Mar 7-9           Georgia C.A.R. State Conference – Roswell, GA at Double Tree Hotel 

Mar 8              Commemoration of the Battle of Brier Creek 
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Mar 15            National (NC) – Commemoration of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse 

Mar 20-22       127th Georgia Society DAR State Conference, Augusta Marriott (Augusta, GA). 

  SAR Recruiting Table for three days, SAR Color Guard Friday Evening 

Mar 21-30 General Lafayette Tour in Georgia (See pamphlet at the end of this newsletter) 

  Mar 21 – Savannah - Arrives at Dock on River Street (Friday) 

  Mar 22 – Savannah - Arrives at Johnson Square (Saturday) 

  Mar 23 – Augusta – Arrives at Savannah River (Sunday) 

  Mar 24 – Hamburg, SC (AM) Warrenton, GA (PM) (Monday) 

  Mar 25 – Sparta, GA (Tuesday) 

  Mar 26 – Milledgeville, GA (Wednesday) 

  Mar 27 – Gray, GA (Jones County) (Thursday) 

  Mar 28 – Macon, GA (Cherry Blossom Festival) (Friday) 

  Mar 29 – Roberta, Mauk, National Infantry Museum (Saturday) 

  Mar 30 – Fort Moore, Fort Mitchell (Sunday) 

Upcoming Events 

2025 Events 

 

Apr 12             National (NC) – 249th Anniversary of the Adoption of the Halifax Resolves 

Apr 19             National (MA) –250th Anniversary of the Battle of Lexington   

Apr 19  National (GA) – Frederica Naval Action 

Apr 26  Georgia Society SAR BOM Barnesville, GA 

Apr 27  Midway – 5 patriot grave marking + Church Service 

May 9  National (FL) – Galvez Day – Battle of Pensacola (Friday) 

May 24  National (SC) – Battle of the Waxhaws (Buford’s Massacre) 

May 24  Flag Placement with American Legion (Details to follow) 

May 26    Memorial Day at Oconee Veterans Park Memorial (Monday) 

Jun 9  NSDAR – Chestatee River Chapter – America 250 Marker Dedication (Monday) 

Jun 14  Flag Day VFW Post 5255 Lawrenceville, GA (10:00 AM) 

Jun 14  National (NC) – Battle of Ramsour’s Mill 

Jun 17              250
th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill (Tuesday) no events scheduled 

Jun 28  (FL) Commemoration of the Battle of Alligator Creek Bridge 

Jul 4  Atlanta Braves vs Orioles (Tentative) 
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March 8, 2025 – 246
th

 Anniversary of the Battle of Brier Creek 

Button Gwinnett Compatriots - Ralph Galpin, Eldon Evans and David Sikes participated in the 

Color Guard and Militia with the Georgia SAR Color Guard under National Color Guard 

Commander K. Scott Collins. Our friends from the Skunk Brigade put on another outstanding 

ceremony.  
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Mar 20-22       127th Georgia Society DAR State Conference, Augusta Marriott (Augusta, GA). 

Button Gwinnett Immediate Past President Tom Jacques as Georgia SAR – DAR Liaison 

Chairman recruited SAR members to staff the SAR & SR recruiting table. Additional SAR 

members who staffed the table were Mike Watkins (Lyman Hall), Sid Hughes (Lyman Hall) and 

Adam Pethel (Lyman Hall), Steve Weaver (Blue Ridge), Thomas Coleman (Thigpen Trail), and 

Robert Moore (Coweta Falls). Button Gwinnett Chaplain Harry Kitchings attended the Friday 

Memorial Service and Dinner with his wife Mary. Randy and Noah Tindall help staff the Georgia 

C.A.R. recruiting table with Georgia C.A.R. President Lilly Wright. Randy is the current Senior 

Georgia C.A.R. President and Noah is the new Georgia C.A.R. President-Elect. The Friday 

evening banquet had the largest Georgia SAR Color Guard ever used at the Georgia DAR State 

Conference which included Commander Scott Collins, Sid Hughes, Steve Weaver, Mike Watkins, 

Thomas Coleman and Adam Pethel. Friday Evening Georgia SAR President Bill Floyd brought 

Greeting from the SAR and Tom Jacques brought greetings from “The Sons of the Revolution” as 

President of the General Nathanael Greene Georgia Chapter. Georgia SAR President Bill Floyd 

presented the SAR 250 Gold Medals to Georgia DAR State Regent Helen Robertson Powell and 

Georgia SAR Ladies Auxiliary President Lynn Baxter Jacques – these were the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 SAR 250 

Gold Medals presented to DAR members (Commander Collins wife Beth was the 1
st

 recipient).  

Georgia DAR State Regent Helen Robertson Powell presented Tom Jacques with the DAR 

Hannah White Arnett Silver Medal. Tom joins former Georgia SAR State Presidents David Jessel, 

K. Scott Collins and Ed Rigel Jr. as recipients of this Medal. Our speaker for the evening was 

Patrick Henry “Give Me Liberty” 
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A huge thank you to Dwight Dover of the Cherokee Chapter Sons of the American Revolution for 

many of these photos. Dwight is pictured on the Bottom Right of this page with Georgia DAR 

State Regent Helen Robertson Powell. 
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Sunday March 23, 2025 – The Marque De Lafayette arrives in Augusta, GA – 200
th

 Anniversary 

Button Gwinnett Color Guard members Tom Jacques and Noah Tindall were there to greet him 

at the Savannah River Fifth Street Dock, the Amphitheater, the City Marker and at Meadow 

Garden.  Numerous other SAR members were there as well including Randy Tindall, and 

members of the Skunk Brigade who greeted him in Savannah and followed him on his journey in 

multiple towns to Milledgeville.  

A huge THANK YOU to SAR member John Trussell, DAR member Billie Trussell, and DAR 

member Beverly Baker who together as a TEAM did an amazing job organizing the events in 

Georgia. Thanks also to GASSAR Chaplain Edward Anderson who fabulously portrayed James 

Armistead “Lafayette”. 
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The Cockades (shown above far left bottom) were presented to Color Guard Members at the 

Waterfront. Brandy and Eden Pethel attended in 1825 attire and were captured by Jane Bronner, 

Atlanta Chapter DAR and sister of Michael Henderson. 
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March 24 Warrenton – Wayne Stancel represented the Button Gwinnett Chapter at this event 

with Clara Stancel representing the Philadelphia Winn DAR Chapter. 
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March 25 – Sparta Button Gwinnett Members Ralph Galpin, Don McCarty, and Bruce Manning. 
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March 26 - Milledgeville  
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March 28 - Macon – Tom Jacques, Don McCarty, Jack Martin, Gordon Woodard and Dual 

Member Don Loudermilk represented the Button Gwinnett Chapter at this event location. 
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A Huge Thank You to John and Billie Trussell for all their Time and 

Effort to make the Lafayette Tour in Georgia a Success!   

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
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March 2025 – Elisha Winn Society C.A.R. Activities (Mar 7-8 State Conference) 
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Elisha Winn Society – Georgia Society Children of the American Revolution 2025 Awards 
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Children of the American Revolution Magazine Spring Issue 2025 
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Button Gwinnett Chapter Meeting  

Saturday, April 5, 2025 

Button Gwinnett 26th Anniversary 

“The Shot Heard Round the World” 

 

The meeting portion will begin at 11:30 AM. 

American Legion Post 232 

3163 Main Street, Snellville, GA  

 

26th Chapter Anniversary 1999 - 2025 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Please join us! 
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Special Notice for DAR & C.A.R. Members 
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      We learned from Georgia SAR Immediate Past President and SAR 250
th

 Anniversary Chair Ed Rigel Jr. 

that the SAR 250
th

 Anniverary Medals may also be earned by non-SAR members!  

       By attending events where the Georgia SAR Color Guard participates with the SAR 250 Flag or even 

an SAR Chapter meeting with the SAR 250 Flag you earn 3 points for each event. Patriot Grave 

Markings, Kettle Creeek, Fort Morris, SAR State or National Conference or BOM Meetings. To be 

eligible for the SAR Bronze 250th Medal – you only need to earn 25 points (Basically 9 events 3x9=27). 

To be eligible for the SAR Silver 250th Medal – you need to earn and additional 60 points (Basically 20 

more events 3x20=60). To be eligible for the SAR Gold 250th Medal – you need to earn and additional 

150 points (Basically 20 more events 3x50=150). A few exceptions to the 3 point rule – if you are Chair 

or Co-Chair of an event you would earn an additional 20 points for that event involving the Color 

Guard. If you are part of the Planning Committee (Non Leadership) for an event you would earn an 

additional 10 points for that event involving the Color Guard. Example: Co-Chair of Phiadelphia Winn 

DAR Wreaths Across America will earn 20 points. Example: Planning committee for DAR Conference 

or Fall Forum 10 points for each day SAR Color Guard participates with recruiting table (3 days per 

conference x 10 = 30 points plus 3 points per day for participating = 9 points extra). It pays to be part of 

the planning! 

 The link to the SAR 250
th

 Anniversary Medals Form is listed below. 

https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/250
th

-Anniversary-Form.pdf 

For additional Details please contact ThomasLJacques@Gmail.com  

Georgia SAR – DAR Liaison Chairman 2025 
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